
WHITEPAPER: 
THE BUSINESS 
OF UV PRINTING

Since its beginnings, UV printing has come a long way. According to Research 
Nester, the global UV-LED printer market reached $278.3 million in 2016 and is 
forecast to grow to $550 by 2024. 

Understandably so, as UV technology allows printing high quality images to 
almost any substrate with inks that dry instantly, reducing the number of steps 
in the printing workflow. As a result, print providers can benefit from higher 
productivity, better margins and faster delivery and print customers can enjoy 
the high-quality finishes with accurate colours and fast turnarounds they are 
looking for with any printing service.

Some of the advantages of other technologies, such as the glossy finish 
of solvent and the instant drying of Latex are now both characteristics 
of a modern UV printer. As well as this, UV technology offers even more 
capabilities due to the stability of the inks and its ability to print onto virtually 
any surface.

According to a 2016 survey by YouGov, more than 50% of people received 
a personalised gift and the market was set to exceed €1,1 billion for the first 
time. UV technology is a key component of this industry, creating personalised 
items, such as smartphone cases, gifts, gadgets, stationery, golf balls, 
promotional items, industrial components and electronic devices.

“The global UV-
LED printer 
market reached 
$278.3 million 
in 2016 and is 
forecast to grow 
to $550 by 2024



HOW CAN I FIT 
UV PRINTING 
INTO MY 
BUSINESS?
UV technology offers significant benefits in many areas; however the correct 
choice of technology is very much down to the specific requirements of 
individual businesses and the applications they focus on. 

This check list contains a selection of the most popular print applications 
and the technology behind them. Use it to investigate how you can add new 
dimensions to your business and expand the line of products you offer to your 
customers.

ECO-SOLVENT UV PRINTING
Banners P  

Signs P P

Posters P  

Vehicle graphics and wraps P  

Braille  P

Stickers and labels P  

Printing on glass and acrylic  P

Printing on metal  P

3D objects  P

Personalisation of promotional 
products  P

Printing on sports equipment and 
accessories  P

Printing on wood  P

Printing on awards  P

Package prototyping  P

Fine art P P



A UV PRINTER 
FOR EVERYONE 

Find your Roland LEF  
There is a range of Roland VersaUV LEF benchtop flatbed printers available, so there’s 
sure to be a model ideal for you.Each of the VersaUV LEF models has a laser alignment 
system for precision printing and a cover to protect users from its moving parts and their 
work from dust. 

 The intuitive controls, combined with the user-friendly Roland VersaWorks6 software, 
enable users to start production within an hour or two of installation. They all use a low-
heat UV-LED lamp to instantly cure Roland’s high performance ECO-UV ink. 

According to a recent FESPA Print Census*, when making a purchase, print businesses are most commonly looking for faster 
print speeds (46%), followed by special features like white ink and UV gloss varnishes (31%), and textile printing capabilities 
(30%). All these benefits and more are offered by the Roland VersaUV range of printers.  

* FESPA Print Census www.fespa.com

JUST GETTING 
STARTED

THE BUSINESS 
BUILDER

BIG  
BUSINESS 

Ideal for Short-run customisation of 
USB drives, smart phone 
covers, photo frames and 

other small objects. 

Short-run customisation 
of small to medium sized 
items. Primer ink option 

available to enable printing 
onto a wider range of 
substrates and unique 

surfaces. 

Production-volume 
customisation of small to 
medium sized objects or 

single larger items. Primer 
ink option available to 
enable printing onto a 

wider range of substrates 
and unique surfaces. 

Maximum print area 305 (w) x 280 (h) mm 508 (w) x 330 (h) mm 770 (w) x 330 (h) mm

Maximum print height 100 mm

Maximum object weight 5 kg 5 kg 8 kg

Ink type Roland ECO-UV 

On-board Primer  
option available

NO YES YES

Ink configuration options

CMYK + Gloss + White

CMYK + Gloss + White

CMYK + Primer + White

CMYK + White + White

CMYK + Gloss + Gloss + White

CMYK + Primer + Gloss + 
White

Included RIP software Roland VersaWorks 6

Accessories BOFA air filtration system (optional but recommended)

Machine dimensions 999 (w) x 862 (d) x  
549 (h) mm

1,202 (w) x 962 (d) x  
549 (h) mm

1,560 (w) x 955 (d) x  
576 (h) mm



CUSTOMERS’
 VIEW

“
After buying the Roland VersaUV 12i, I made back my 
investment in 2 months

Luis Santiago, Fancy Phone Cases

INVESTMENT

“
Since purchasing the Roland machine we have cut our 
delivery time down from 14 working days to just three to 
five working days, which has helped to increase sales

Kirsty Ibanez Prankerd, Write from the Heart

PRODUCTIVITY

“
The new machine’s been a real godsend and has opened 
up a massive range of opportunities by really pushing 
our business forward

Dion Hester, International Greetings

OPPORTUNITY

“
The addition of the LEF-300 gave us the ability to 
print onto a larger variety of materials including wood, 
fabric leather and acrylic, all without a primer. We have 
remained successful at Oakdene Designs because we 
are constantly thinking of new and innovative designs 
that no one else has done before, and using our Roland 
DG machines, we have been able to produce some really 
exciting stuff

Ben Grist, Oakdene Designs

INNOVATION


